517

applied tar to the bottom of the measure. When the simpleton had measured his
money, he brought the measure back, and some rupees stuck in the tar at the bottom.
The neighbour then became greedy and asked the simple man how and where he had got
so many rupees. He said that he had got them by selling the hides of his sheep and
goats. Filled with envy and greed his neighbour then killed all his own sheep and goats,
and took the hides away to sell them, but in vain, for he only got a few rupees in
exchange for them.

He then got angry and set fire to the simple man's hut, and reduced it to ashes.
The simpleton put the ashes together in a bag, and went off to sell them.- On the way he
left his bag somewhere and went a little off to a spring, in order to drink water.

In the meantime another man, who carried a load of flour, left his load there and
went to drink water. On returning he made a mistake, left his own load there, and
went off with the load of ashes. When the simpleton came back, he took the load
which the other man had left, and went off. Seeing some strange marks on the load, he
opened it and found it to be full of flour* He then brought the load to his house, and in
order to see how much flour there was, he again asked for his neighbour's measure,
"When the neighbour had ascertained that the simpleton had got flour in exchange for the
ashes of his house, he set fire to his own hut, but was not able to sell the ashes. He then
became afflicted and went home, and much regretted what he had done.